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Meet CROATIA 
September 15 – 21, 2021 

A Walking Connection Hosted Small Gathering – With Just 6-10 Guests. 
 This Unique Walking Tour is led by individual resident guides from each locality.  

 

Experience the local flavor of each community through the eyes, sounds,  
and tastes of generations of Croations.  

 

Guest Itinerary 
Please note that the details of this itinerary are subject to change. Many of the planned activities are organized according to availability, events or seasonal dates, 
appropriate weather conditions or the discretion of our guides. We make every effort to provide the experience described in the itinerary with the understanding 
that some things may change. 

 

As we all step back out into a reawakening world, we want to share with you a place where once again we can 
connect with nature as well as our own human spirit. What is around the bend in the road, or at the end of narrow 
village street or inside the walls of a fortified Old Town? Some things you can see on a map, but many others are only 
available to you by a knowledgeable local guide. Our passion isn’t just to find the right places to go, but to enlist just 
the right guides and local characters to share a small part of their lives with you.   
 
From unique cultural hikes and culinary walks to amazing boutique properties with an authentic charm, this adventure 
brings a new perspective on Croatian classics. Accompanied by the best travel guides and warmly welcoming locals, 
you will feel like an insider with views to behind-the-closed-door sights for a memorable holiday in Croatia. 

 

Day 1 – Welcome to Dubrovnik’s Old Town 
 

Upon arrival of your flight to Dubrovnik Airport meet your chauffeur for private transfer to Hotel Villa Nobile. This Boutique 
Hotel with only 6 rooms lies only 100m from the main entrance of Old Town Dubrovnik, offering a view of the historic walls 
from the lush garden.  
 

Meet our local guide in the afternoon for a pleasant afternoon walk through Dubrovnik’s Old Town. George Bernard Shaw 
was so enchanted by this beautiful city, he said "those who seek paradise on Earth should come to Dubrovnik and see 
Dubrovnik.” A magnificent city with its incredible fortified Old Town, Dubrovnik is a UNESCO World Heritage site, and 
undoubtedly Croatia’s most popular destination.  
 
The curtain of towering walls surround a tidy concentration of marble streets and baroque buildings exuding a pearly light 
in the Adriatic sun. The main pedestrian thoroughfare, Placa (Stradun), in all its white stone brilliance smoothed by 
centuries of wear, is a wonderful collection of cafés and shops bookended by a cluster of important monuments at either 
end. Splendid churches, monasteries and museums are ornamented with finely carved stone facades recalling an eventful, 
illustrious history and a vibrant artistic tradition of a proud, resilient city. 
 
After our walk enjoy an unforgettable dinner with an amazing view. 
Cheers and Welcome to Croatia! 
 

Overnight: Hotel Villa Nobile 
Meals included: Dinner 
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Day 2 –  Off The Beaten Path in the Konavle Region  
 

Meet our special guide Viktor, in the morning hours for a private hiking experience of Konavle.  
 

This  southern most region of Croatia is boasting breathtaking Mediterranean landscapes and hidden historic treasures. 
The highlight for many is the cave-shrine of ancient Roman times god Mitra but also some of Konavle's most hidden beaches 
if you want to cool off in the pristine Waters of the Adriatic. 
 

At the hike’s end we will visit the small village of Lovorno where you will meet the Mujo family in their 500-year-old 
farmhouse, learn about the life in the Konavle hillside, taste their homemade olive oil, grappa and wine and enjoy your 
home cooked lunch. (Anyone wishing to opt out of today’s hike will be transferred to Lovorno and meet us for lunch) 
 

Following lunch, we will have the opportunity to enjoy other side of this region. Konavle has for centuries been renowned 
for the production of silk yarn, where it was used to decorate male and notably female national costumes. Konavle 
embroidery is an important part of the national costume of this small region and through the ages it has developed its own 
artistic language transforming into something much more than simple decoration. Participate in extracting silk threads 
from the silk worms guided by our host Antonija Rusković. Because of her profound interest in the Konavle traditions and 
handicrafts, she has organized several educational programs aimed at protecting and conserving the traditional crafts of 
Konavle.  
 

Late afternoon and evenng free time to explore on your own. 
 
Overnight: Hotel Villa Nobile 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch 
 
 

 
Day 3 – Grapes and Landscapes! 
 

On our way to the Pelješac Peninsula, we will visit the village of Mali Ston, home to a highly valued, authentic and delicious 
Croatian product – oysters! Learn how to open the shells to taste the delicious prize inside, with just a dash of lemon juice. 
 
The rest of our day we will be hosted by Mario Bartulović, a true local and renowned wine-maker; who is celebrating 
and carrying on the tradition of his family business. As we walk the vineyards, it is a superb opportunity to learn about 
the country and its traditions - especially the art of winemaking.  
 
Mario will introduce us to Grgich winery set dramatically top of a ridge overlooking the charming Trstenik harbor. Miljenko 
Grgich studied wine-making in Zagreb, and after migrating to the US, with only $20 in his pocket he founded the famous 
Grgich Hills winery in Napa Valley. He made a name for himself being part of Chateau Montelena success story in the 70s!  
 
Our final sojourn will be to the 500-year-old wine cellar of the Bartulović family, and our host Mario. By this time, it will 
feel like visiting a friend's house, enjoying a wine-tasting and a superb traditional Croatian lunch of Peka – a signature dish 
of the Dalmatian region. 
 
After lunch, return transfer to Dubrovnik. Enjoy remainder of the evening at your leisure. 
 

Overnight: Hotel Villa Nobile 
Meals included: Breakfast, Oyster Tasting, Wine Tasting, Lunch 
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Day 4 – Onwards to Split 
 

Following breakfast and check out we will meet our chauffeur for a private transfer to Split. 
 

En route we will stop at the Trsteno Arboretum. The oldest arboretum in this part of the world it was erected by the local 
noble family Gucetic - Gozze in the late 15th century, who requested ship captains to bring back seeds and plants from 
their travels. Strolling through the diverse Arboretum we will reach the traditional family residence of our host Katija.  
 

Another true local experience, Katija’s organic garden, is where the ingredients will be found for our lovely lunch. It's a 
seasonal selection, so our menu will very much depend on what is ready to be harvested that day. Guaranteed everything 
is fresh and homegrown! Also on the menu: Katija's father loves to fish and knows many local fisherman to get the catch 
of the day. 
 

After lunch, continue to Split and upon arrival check into the fine boutique property, Hotel Judita Palace.  
 

A hotel for lovers of culture Judita Palace is an extensive four-storey building, on the elevations of which the fundamental 
historical and cultural periods of medieval and modern Europe can be observed: Romanesque, Gothic and Renaissance. On 
the eastern elevation it is easy to see the features of the Romanesque and the Gothic, while the northern elevation facing 
onto Pjaca has Renaissance features. The access to this spacious patrician home is through the internal court, in which 
even today there is an old wellhead, while the staircase leads to the upper floor that is meant only for guests. 
 

Later in the afternoon meet up with our local guide for a private walk of the historical center of Split. Diocletian, the 
Roman Emperor’s Palace, is the ancient heart and foundation of present day Split. One of the best-preserved examples of 
a Roman royal residence in the world, and originally the summer palace of the Emperor; Split became a city after Salona, 
the Roman capital of Dalmatia was invaded. The remarkable ensemble of Roman, Gothic, Romanesque, Renaissance and 
other architectural remains are all still here—and so are more than 3,000 people still living inside these ancient walls. A 
living ruin - Split is more than its walled palace; it’s about enjoying the local Dalmatian way of life. Our guide will lead you 
through history and time, sharing interesting anecdotes from the history and culture of this wonderful city. 
 

After our walk enjoy rest of the evening on your own in one of the vibrant restaurants in the Old Town. 
 
Overnight: Hotel Judita Palace  
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch 
 

Day 5 – The Secret Dalmatian Hinterland 
 

Meet up with our guide in the morning hours for a private hiking tour of Dalmatian Hinterland. The region behind the 
mountains near Split is one of Croatia's most beautiful and least discovered.  
 

Dalmatian hinterland, although bordering with the coast, is mostly flat, karst terrain covered in macchia, providing you with 
an entirely different perspective of Croatia and a strong contrast to the summer lifestyle on the Adriatic coast. The Secret 
Dalmatia Hinterland hike takes us away from the crowds on a tour of nature, heritage and gastronomy, introducing us to a 
very different Dalmatia from the one experienced on the beach. 
 

The rugged roads enhance the sense of adventure, taking us to the sources of four of the many rivers around here. Grab, 
Ruda, Ovrjka and Rumin, the rivers that have powered mills of Dalmatia for centuries, are today magnificent landscape 
sites of springs, waterfalls and cliffs. Start your tour along the Dalmatian Hinterland, filled with bucolic sceneries of the 
valley, sudden springs and abandoned mills.  
 

After exploring hidden paths of Dalmatian hinterland enjoy rich lunch in a local tavern serving local specialities. 
 

This day is a journey of colors, scents and flavors, all spiced up with some remarkable sceneries and history, introducing 
you to a very different Dalmatia, still intact and largely unknown to its average visitor.  
 
After the lunch return to our hotel in the afternoon hours and enjoy rest of your day at leisure 

 
Overnight: Hotel Judita Palace  
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch 
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Day 6 – In Search of Truffles 
 

An area located close to Split,  hides a delectable secret that is well kept by two extraordinary women – Matilda and 
Ivana… 
 
Matilda and Ivana are true nature lovers, passionate about exploring its wonders and treasures to the greatest extent. 
After having found their sincere passion outdoors where they feel they are most comfortable and content, they decided to 
spread their love toward the fruits of mother nature, the precious Dalmatian truffle.  
 
Dalmatian Hinterland abounds with forests, the riches of which are yet to be fully explored. The Dalmatia truffle is truly 
one of a kind and since its existence is still relatively unknown to most people, only the most curious and zealous will know 
to appreciate it.  
 
Accompanied by a truffle expert and well-trained truffle dogs of the breed Lagotto Romagnolo, we will be guided on a 
hunt in search of the special delicacy. A relaxing walk through nature we will learn why truffles are such a special dainty.  
Afterwards, enjoy exquisite truffle delicacies, such as hard homemade truffle cheese and truffle sausage, accompanied by 
crispy bruschetta and truffle rakija – a beverage with a unique aroma of which gives this liquor a special and sophisticated 
taste.  
 
Return to our hotel to relax for a while in the afternoon. 

 
In the evening proceed to Trogir town – a beautiful UNESCO World Heritage. A tiny island treasure, Trogir’s roots are Greek, 
not Roman like Split, and its crown jewel is the spectacular 13th Cathedral of St. Lawrence.  Its daring portal, carved in 1280 
is just a precursor of the wonders inside.  

 
Here we will be welcomed by one the most amazing and creative chefs in the region, for a very special ´behind the closed 
doors` experience. Chef Tatjana, published in the Saveur Magazine and Andrew Zimmern’s Foods Show will prepare 

dinner for us in her 13
th

 century old home. Cheers to a wonderful adventure and all of the locals we have met along the 
way  
 
Return transfer to Split after dinner and enjoy your evening at leisure.  

 
Overnight: Hotel Judita Palace  
Meals included: Breakfast, Truffle Tasting, Dinner 
 

Day 7 - Departure day or stay! 
 

Breakfast and check out. 
Meet your chauffeur for a private transfer to Split Airport for your departure flight. 
‘Dovidjenja!’ Until we meet again! 
 
OPTIONAL EXTENSION WILL BE AVAILABLE TO INCLUDE PLITVICE LAKES NATIONAL PARK. 
Ask for details. 

# # # 

 
BOOK YOUR WALKING CONNECTION ADVENTURE HERE! 

$500 per person deposit to reserve your space. 
 

https://bit.ly/319Ccjc 
https://www.walkingconnection.com/product-page/croatia-adventure-2021-tour-deposit 

# # # 

https://bit.ly/319Ccjc
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Fine Print 
 
Your Walking Connection Experience Includes: 

▪ Expertly planned itinerary by Jo Ann Taylor, Walking Connection co-founder. (Jo Ann has 30 years of experience in the 
adventure travel industry.) 

▪ Six nights accommodations in small luxury boutique hotels. 
▪ Private guided evening stroll of Dubrovnik Old Town with local guide.  
▪ Private hike with professional guide of Konavle followed by traditional lunch. 
▪ Art & culture experience with silk making presentation. 
▪ Private wine tour with local host of Pelješac peninsula with traditional lunch. 
▪ Guided evening walking tour of Split. 
▪ Truffle hunt in Dalmatian hinterland. 
▪ Guided hike of Dalmatian hinterland followed by lunch in a local tavern. 
▪ Exclusive behind the closed door dinner with chef Tatjana in her 13th ct home palace in Trogir. 

▪ Daily Meals as indicated in itinerary: (B) Breakfast, (L) Lunch and (D) Dinner. 
▪ Coffee, tea and drinking water at meals,  
▪ Airport transfers from Dubrovnik Airport to Hotel and Hotel to Split Airport when arriving and departing on scheduled 

dates of the trip. 
▪ Arrival meet & greet assistance, departure assistance. 
▪ Detailed “Know Before You Go” information including recommended website, reading lists, packing list, what to bring, 

weather and much, much more. 

 
Your Walking Connection Experience Does Not Include: 

▪ All international and domestic airfares with taxes not outlined in the above inclusions. 
▪ Covid-19 testing or vaccinations if required for entry or exit. 
▪ All items of a personal nature including beverages and shopping. 
▪ All passport and visa application fees, vaccination and medical consulting fees. 
▪ All international departure taxes collected at airport of departure.  
▪ Gratuities for the local guides. 
▪ Travel insurance. 
▪ Early check in & late check out of rooms. 
▪ Optional tours or items of a personal nature such as premium drinks. 
▪ Photographs & phone calls. 
▪ No discounts or refunds on any unused portion of the tour. 
▪ Anything that is not expressly stated in the itinerary or on the inclusions page as included. 
▪ Travel Insurance is not included, we recommend CSA Travel Pro. 

# # # 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.csatravelpro.com/?Aff=81350509
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Pricing 
 

Trip Price: Double occupancy: $4698.00 USD/person  
Single occupancy: There is limited availability and a supplement will 
apply. Please contact us for details.  
 
*Refundable Deposits: An initial deposit of $500.00 USD per person is 
required to reserve your space. No space will be held without a 
complete deposit. Deposits may be made by check, PayPal or credit 
card. Our tour prices are subject to change due to currency fluctuation 
at the time of final payment. (Please refer to updated Covid Policy) 
 
Online reservation: Your initial deposit can be made securely on our 
website here: https://www.walkingconnection.com/product-
page/croatia-adventure-2021-tour-deposit 
 
*Updated Covid-19 Policy: For this trip, your initial deposit will be fully 
refundable or transferable up until 61 days prior to departure. For this 
trip, if your initial deposit was a credit from a previous trip 
postponement, it can only be used as a credit on this trip, no cash 
refunds.  
 
Due to the  current unpredictablility and volatile nature of today’s world 
due to the COVID pandemic, 65 days prior to departure we will evaluate 
whether the trip will be confirmed and or if in our sole discretion the 
group travel dates need to be adjusted; or if  any policies need to be 
modified going forward. We will notify you at that time so you can 
adjust your scheduling accordingly. 
 
YOUR SAFETY: At The Walking Connection, we have implemented strict 
health and safety protocols to help ensure your health and safety. 
These may include the requirement to wear a face-covering or mask at 
the sole discretion of the Walking Connection hosts during times of 
close contact with others on any public or private transportation, all 
group functions including meals and tours.  
 
Out of respect for our local hosts, we will require everyone participating 
in this adventure to follow what is mandated by local authorities for the 
safety of their citizens.  
 
TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS: With everchanging restrictions and protocols 
for each country, we will keep you in formed of any entry requirements 
or restrictions. 
 
Payments: All payments must be made according to the schedule & are 
subject to the cancellation & penalty policy. Final payment is due on or 
before 60 days prior to the trip. We request that all final payments be 
made by check. Credit cards and PayPal are accepted for final payment, 
with a surcharge of 3% for US card holders, 4.5% for all international 
card holders of the amount due. Our tour prices are subject to change 
due to currency fluctuation, park fee increases and increase in tax 
imposed by the government at the time of final payment. 
 
Itinerary: Please note that the details of this itinerary are subject to 
change. Many of the planned activities are organized according to 
availability, events or seasonal dates, appropriate weather conditions or 
the discretion of our guides. We make every effort to provide the 
experience described in the itinerary with the understanding that some 
things may change. 
 
 
 
 

Special Supplier Gifts and Items: As a local custom, vendors, suppliers, 
ground operators, restaurants and hotel properties may offer 
complimentary beverages that may or may not contain alcohol. Should 
you elect not to accept this gift, complimentary water may not be 
offered as a replacement and may only be offered for a fee. This is a 
local custom beyond the control of The Walking Connection. 
 
Travel Roommates and Single Supplements: If you have registered for 
double occupancy but don’t have a travel roommate, the Walking 
Connection will attempt to locate one for you. In the event that a 
roommate cannot be found, you may be charged for a Single 
Supplement for any portion of the trip where you will be rooming as a 
single.Travel roommates are assigned in the order in which we receive 
deposited and confirmed reservations. Final roommate assignments will 
be made and you will be notified of any Single Supplement charges due 
30 days prior to the due date of your final payment. 
 
Air Arrangements: The Walking Connection does not typically make any 
airline reservations, either domestic or international. BEFORE YOU 
MAKE YOUR AIRLINE ARRANGEMENTS, PLEASE CONTACT US BY 
TELEPHONE (800) 295-9255 TO RECONFIRM THE FINAL ASPECTS OF 
THIS TRIP. The Walking Connection will provide you with the 
recommended arrival and departure airports, times and any additional 
information you may need BEFORE YOU BOOK YOUR AIR for this trip. 
 
Trip Minimum: 6 Full Paying Guests: Because the Walking Connection 
specializes in traveling in small groups, many times we stay in small 
boutique hotel properties, historical Inns, private homes and bed and 
breakfasts. For this and contractual related reasons, some trips may 
require a minimum number of guests traveling together to go. FOR THIS 
TRIP, an additional Small Group Surcharge may be assessed or the trip 
may be cancelled at the option of the Walking Connection if sign ups 
does not meet the 6 person minimum. This trip will be guaranteed to be 
conducted either when we have reached the minimum number of 
guests or evaluated 60 days prior to departure. Also, should the 
minimum not be met, the Walking Connection at its sole discretion may 
elect to operate this departure as an independent trip without a 
Walking Connection host. Please do not make your international or 
domestic air arrangements until trip is confirmed. 
 
Cancellation, Penalty & Refund Policies: Should you have to cancel 
your tour the following terms will apply: Due to the exclusive and small 
group nature of this adventure, for all cancellation requests the 
following applies.  

▪ For Cancellations and no shows 60 days before trip, no 
refunds. 

▪ No refunds will be made for any unused portion of the tour. 
All cancellations must be made in writing and delivered to The Walking 
Connection via e-mail and/or United States Post Office. Your 
cancellation date is the date your notice is received and confirmed by 
The Walking Connection, not the postmark date. 

Travel Insurance: Travel Insurance 
 
*PRICE VARIATION – Prices are based upon the current government 
fees for park and sanctuary entry and all taxes at the time of publication 
of this web page. Should the government impose any new taxes, raise 
the current tax or increase the entry cost to any park, museum or 
sanctuary, the price increase will be passed along and charged to you. 
All payments received by us are subject to the cancellation policy 
already published and in effect. 

 
# # # 

http://www.csatravelpro.com/?Aff=81350509

