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Azores - Walking Trip Details
Trip Dates: Dates available by request
Length of Trip: 8 days / 7 nights 
Pre- and Post- Trip Optional Extension: Ask about options!
Activity Level: Easy to Moderate

Azores – Walking Trip Details - Itinerary
Itinerary:
Please note that the details of this itinerary are subject to change.  Many of the planned activities are organized 
according to availability, events or seasonal dates, appropriate weather conditions or the discretion of our guides.  We 
make every effort to provide the experience described in the itinerary with the understanding that some things may 
change.

Day 1 – Pico Island – The Mountain Island
Welcome to the Azores!
Gather in the late afternoon to meet your fellow travelers and Portuguese guide, Francisco 
Mendonca, for dinner at your charming hotel. The Aldeia da Fonte hotel is your haven with volcanic 
stone cottages among lush gardens, it peers into the Atlantic. Halfway between the Old and New 
World, the hotel is integrated flawlessly into the landscape before a backdrop of the volcano, Ponta 
do Pico. Pico is referred to as the Ilha Preta “Black Island” for its black volcanic earth, and it is home 
to UNESCO historical vineyards.

Accommodation: Aldeia da Fonte Hotel 

Day 2 – The Whaling Life of Pico
Though the battle between man and whale is now ended, it was once an integral part of culture on 
the island, and it has left its mark. We will learn about that culture and the rich marine ecosystem 
around the island of Pico with a visit to the Museum of Whalers, before setting off for a whale-
watching excursion. With more than 20 species of whale, dolphin and porpoise inhabiting the waters 
around Pico Island, or passing through along their migratory routes, we are sure to see some activity. 
For a taste of the local culture – we will have an authentic lunch of locally sourced products.

Meals Included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Accommodation: Aldeia da Fonte Hotel



Day 3 – Pico Island
Today begins with a walk along a forest footpath which leads to the remains of abandoned vineyard 
corrals and carved stone bridges. This path was once the main link to Ponta da Ilha and passes by a 
once-thriving butter factory which still houses butter-making equipment. We will end the walk along 
the coastline before heading to the largest lava tunnel in Portugal. You will be amazed by the 
impressive forces that excavated this tunnel over 1500 years ago and the spectacular beauty it left 
behind.
In the late afternoon we will visit the famous vineyards of the Verdelho wine, a UNESCO World 
Heritage site. Sample the wine produced from such harsh basaltic earth. Follow this with a delicious 
gastronomic experience, as the Azores have gained quite a reputation for the unique Atlantic cuisine.

Accommodation: Aldeia da Cuada

Day 4 – São Jorge Islands – The Island of Fajãs
Today we cross the beautiful channel that separates Pico from the island of São Jorge by ferry. We 
will visit the Nunes family from the Fajã dos Vimes, a traditional farming community, recognized for 
the amazing coffee grown here as well as the quilts and artisanal textiles produced in the community 
using ancient techniques on wooden looms.
We will then visit the only private cheese factory of São Jorge. A family-owned company that raises 
their own cows in the pasture on the property. A real farm to table experience of the highest quality. 
At dinner we will reflect on the day and the people we met along the way with a beautiful view of 
Pico volcano.

Meals Included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Accommodation: Make It Happen*

Day 5 – São Jorge Island
This morning we head to the northern side of the island and begin our walk with a view of two 
neighboring islands on the horizon – the beautiful Graciosa and the much large Terceira. We will 
descend toward sea level along a gentle sloping scenic trail. We arrive at the austere Fajã do Mero. 
Here we find that the traditional architecture and primitive farming techniques have been preserved.
Lunch will be waiting for us at the house of a local farmer/fisherman. We will taste local delicacies; 
fish caught on the island, cheese, bread, local wine and liqueurs. Before dinner, we will have time for 
a short walk to the most beautiful oceanic pool in the Azores. 



Meals Included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Accommodation: Make It Happen*

Day 6 – Faial Island – The Blue Island  
Today we venture to Faial Island the beautiful city of Horta. Nicknamed “The Blue Island” because of 
the ubiquitous hydrangea blooms that frame houses, separate fields and border the roadways. Enjoy 
free time in the afternoon to explore the town and its famous harbor, before meeting back up at 
Peter Cafe Sport, an institution in the town.

Accommodation: Hotel do Canal

Day 7 – Faial Island 
The day starts with a view from Faial Island's central volcano caldera, which created the island and 
now hosts rare populations of endemic flora of the Azores. Standing in this environment, it is 
impossible to not feel small in the face of the caldera surrounding us.
Our meandering hike is under a beautiful forest canopy from which we can view the alignment of 
volcanic cones of the “Capelo”. We will visit the impressive Capelinhos Volcano, that last erupted in 
September 1957, adding more than 2.5 km of territory to the island. We will stop by the fabulous 
Interpretation Center, which has been excavated in the hardened lava, to learn about the living forces
that give rise to the archipelago.
Our final dinner together will be a magnificent gastronomic experience in one of the most exquisite 
restaurants in the Azores. Restaurant owner, Genuino Madruga, has circumnavigated the world solo 
twice, which has earned him immense respect among sailors. Aside from being a true yachtsmen, he 
is a Fishing Master, and he invites us to dine on the best that these rich ocean waters have to offer.
Cheers!

Meals Included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Accommodation: Hotel do Canal

Day 8 –  Farewell to the Azores
Today we say farewell to Faial and each other. We hope your adventure leaves you with special 
memories that last a lifetime.

Meals Included: Breakfast



Azores - Walking Trip Details - Inclusions 
This Walking Connection trip includes:

• Expertly planned itinerary designed and delivered in partnership with Walk Hike Portugal
• 7 nights premium accommodations as indicated in itinerary
• Daily meals, as indicated in itinerary, and drinking water, tea & coffee
• Experienced resident local interpretive and naturalist guide throughout
• All activities as listed in itinerary
• All park fees, sanctuary fees, government taxes and statutory charges
• Detailed Know Before You Go information, including recommended website, reading lists, 

packing list, and weather forecast

This Walking Connection trip DOES NOT include:
• Local guide gratuities
• All international and domestic airfares with tax (not listed in the above inclusions)
• All items of a personal nature, including beverages and shopping
• All passport and visa application fees
• All international departure taxes collected at airport of departure
• Additional hotel stay pre- or post- scheduled itinerary
• Early check-in or late check-out of rooms
• Optional tours
• Photographs or phone calls
• Discounts/Refunds on any unused portion of the tour
• Travel Insurance
• Anything that is not expressly stated in the itinerary or on the inclusion list above



 Azores - Walking Trip Details - Price & Payments
Price: Dependent on size of group – Call for pricing

Deposits:
An initial deposit of $1000 USD per person is required to reserve your space. No space will be held 
without a complete deposit. Deposits are non-refundable.

Payments:
Payments must be made according to the schedule & are subject to cancellation and penalty policy. 
Final payment is due on or before 90 days prior to the trip. We request that all final payments be 
made by check, wire transfer or credit card/PayPal. Credit card and PayPal payments for final amount 
due are subject to a 3% surcharge of total due. Canadian (or other non U.S. Credit cards) are subject 
to a 4.5% surcharge. Payments can be made online or by phone.

Price Variation:  
Prices are based upon the current government fees for park, camping, concession fees and 
sanctuary entry and all taxes at the time of publication of this information. Should the government 
impose any new taxes, raise the current tax or increase the entry cost to any park or sanctuary, the 
price increase will be passed along and charged to you. You will be notified of this increase at the 
time that Walking Connection is notified. All payments received by Walking Connection are subject 
to the cancellation policy already published and in effect.

Cancellation, Penalty & Refund Policies:
Should you have to cancel your tour the following terms will apply:
Due to the exclusive and small group nature of this adventure, all cancellations requests will forfeit 
the initial trip deposit ($1000.) After that:

 For cancellations 61-90 days prior to the trip, 50% penalty of the total trip cost.
 For cancellations and no shows 60 days or less prior to the trip, no refunds.

No refunds will be made for any unused portion of the tour.

All cancellations must be made in writing and delivered to Walking Connection via e-mail and/or US 
Postal Service. Your cancellation date is the date your notice is received and confirmed by Walking 
Connection, not the date of postmark.



Azores – Walking Trip Details  - Travel Arrangements
Portugal Passports/Visas:
Valid passports must have 3 blank pages and a minimum of 6 months remaining before expiration.  
Visas are NOT required for all US and Canadian citizens to enter Portugal. 

For passport applications and renewals:
http://www.passportvisasexpress.com/?affld=992183579f5e584ff2a965b511618cc9

Air Arrangements:
BEFORE you make your international airline arrangements, please contact Walking Connection by 
phone – (800)-295-9255 to reconfirm the details of the trip.  Walking Connection will provide you 
with recommended arrival and departure airports, times and any additional information you may 
need BEFORE you book your flights.

Inter-island flights between Sao Miguel and Flores can be booked on your behalf, please contact for 
details.

Travel Roommates and Single Supplements:
If you have registered for double occupancy but don't have a travel roommate, you may be charged 
for a Single Supplement for any portion of the trip where you will be rooming as a single.  

Azores – Walking Trip Details - Final Details
Trip Grading – Easy to Moderate: 

• Some days consist of 2-5 hours of activities, most centered around walking over various 
terrains

• Terrain includes city streets, village cobblestone walkways, well-worn countryside paths with 
uphill and downhill components

• Achieving a specific destination (point A to B) is not usually the goal and alternative 
transportation of participation level is generally available

• Your day pack will include a liter of water, snacks, rain jacket, sunscreen, personal items, and a
camera 

Gear & Personal Items:
We will provide a detailed list of personal items you will need that will make your journey safe and 

http://www.passportvisasexpress.com/?affld=992183579f5e584ff2a965b511618cc9


convenient. There is no special gear required for this trip though you will receive a list of 
recommended items, including supportive hiking boots and socks. We can help with information on 
types, brands and what to look for if you are purchasing new gear items for the trip.

Special Supplier Gifts & Items:
As a local custom, vendors, suppliers, ground operators, restaurants and hotel properties may offer 
complimentary beverages that may or may not contain alcohol.  Should you elect not to accept this 
gift, complimentary water may not be offered as a replacement and may only be offered for sale.  
This is a local custom beyond the control of Walking Connection.

Your Personal Guides:
At Walking Connection, our philosophy is simple: each trip is designed in partnership with locals and 
delivered by local legends.  We work with a small number of trusted travel partners to deliver the 
best experiences in the safest way possible.  During this trip, you and your small group will be 
accompanied and led by one of our professional guides.  

CONTACTS: 
Christine Reed – Christine@WalkingConnection.com
Jo Ann Taylor - +1 623.561.0846   ja@WalkingConnection.com 

mailto:ja@WalkingConnection.com
mailto:Christine@WalkingConnection.com

